10                 THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

very hard and balls that did not bounce as well as
they do nowadays: but in spite of all these depriva-
tions we were by no means unhappy, and, if we had
more time for reading than the modern generation
enjoys, we had not learnt how much easier it is to
listen to other people talking about what to read and
how to pronounce it when read.

I must confess that our religion was somewhat of
the repressive kind, but that was perhaps because
Tunbridge Wells was a noted centre of Evangelical-
ism, and the Evangelicals, with all their merits, are
curiously unconcerned to emphasize that the Gospel
is in every sense of the word " good news," I am
afraid that I suffered from that dominance of the Old
Testament which fixes the attention on the negative
aspect of Christianity, and regarded it, as a boy, with
a certain amount of very reverent distaste.

Tunbridge Wells was not to the young a very

attractive town.   A cynical friend of mine, seeking

in vain for feminine charm, described it, in a phrase

showing more Biblical knowledge than reverence, as

"the little city of the plain," and in the mental

picture which memory draws the foreground is filled

with stout ladies driven from large stucco houses by

stout coachmen presiding over pairs of stout horses.

It is true that as a boy I once composed a poem in its

honour for a prize competition in a local paper, but

my motives were sordid,   I sent it in under the name

of the family butler, who was much surprised to find

hioasdl Honourably Mentioned.